
plished "prayers" you 
know had to start some-
where in their prayer life 
and I'm betting it didn't 
happen by praying out 
loud on their first Sunday 
in church. It's OK to start 
small and gain momen-
tum. We call that 
"practice." So, I'm going 
to suggest that you find a 
time to practice prayer. It 
can be early in the morn-
ing, at lunch, at bedtime 
or anytime you can find a 
few minutes. Commit to 
five minutes a day for 
thirty days. You can do 
this. And when you do it 
for thirty days you'll no-
tice that it comes easier 
and easier. I'll be check-
ing back in thirty days to 
see how you are doing... 

BORN A CHRISTIAN 
Wouldn't it be nice if we 
were born a Christian? I 
wish it were that easy but 
having a relationship with 
God is a lifelong learning 
and growing experience. 
Notice the word relation-
ship. You've heard me say 
this probably too many 
times but religion and 
relationship are totally 
different things. Unfortu-
nately, we do not spring 
fully formed from the 
mind of God from the 

moment we say, "l be-
lieve. "Saying "l believe" 
is the beginning of our 
journey to bigger and 
better things in Christ but 
rarely does anyone delib-
erately teach us how to 
have a relationship or to 
cultivate it? 
When athletes aren't 
playing in game condi-
tions they are practicing. 
They practice to hone 
their skills so when it 
counts they know instinc-
tively what needs to hap-
pen to win the game. We 
as Christians need to find 
ways to hone our skills as 
followers of Christ and 
one way we can do that is 
through prayer. Prayer 
may or may not come as a 
natural response in your 
walk with Christ but re-
member that all accom-

FROM THE PASTOR           PASTOR PAT  LEAMY 

ST . PAUL õS GOOD  N EWS 

Last May, we all were 
blessed by a visit from 
Steve and Carol Johnson. 
They both shared many      
inspiring stories about 
their mission experiences 
in Russia. 

In honor of Jay, the Stone 
Family will have pavers 
installed from the front 
of the sanctuary to the 
street. Other improve-
ments will also be made 
at the church entrance.                                                               

The new St. Paulõs cook-
book, will be here soon. 
It is sure to include a lot 
of really good potluck 
recipes! 

Log on the website 
for more good news! 
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CHURCH CLEANS UP TWO AREA SCHOOLS  

Students and staff at Peavine and Elmcrest elementary 
schools returned to spruced-up campuses last week thanks to 
a group of volunteers from St. Paulõs United Methodist 
Church. 

On April 24, about 60 volunteers from the church worked 
on painting, cleanup, pulling weeds and assisting school staff 
with other chores.  

Church members used the slogan òthe church has left the   
building,ó meaning that members were out in the community  
volunteering. 

Above: We put on green shirts, left the building and made the 

news!  The following was reported in the Gazette, 
subtitled, GOOD NEWS! A DAILY DOSE. 

CHANGING  OUR  W ORLD       FROM  THE RENO GAZETTE 

N EWS FROM  THE  A RK                COLLEEN PETRINI 

wardsé.5,4,3,2,1, BLAST 
OFF!  

The concepts of day and 
night, awake and sleep go 
hand in hand with our out-
er limit discussions. What 
happened when we turned 
the clock ahead? The world 
around us is open ended 
when we let our imagina-
tion take over.  

Did you know that we 
hatched baby chicks in our 
incubator and raised but-
terflies from larvae? 
òSpring has sprungó at the 
Ark! Weõre getting ready 
for our summer FUN pro-
gram with lots of outdoor 

activities and new friends. 
Summer means running 
through the sprinkler,    
stories under the trees, 
picnics, face painting and 
more. We canõt wait. 

If you go to the movies, go 
to Park Lane Theater and 
see our big screen adver-
tisement. We are excited 
and we HOPE it helps get 
our name out in the com-
munity. 

Stop by when you are in 
the neighborhood. 

From, Your friends, òbig 
and smalló at the Ark. 

 

Itõs May. It brings sun-
shine, warm weather, 
spring buds, flowers, shorts 
and t-shirts. We hope!  
Itõs time to open the doors 
and for all the children to 
enjoy the outdoor weather 
é.without snowflakes! 
Our curriculum for the 
month of May tells us itõs 
time to look to the skies 
and explore the stars, the 
Milky Way and the un-
known. Space exploration 
is an adventure for our im-
agination. Who wants to be 
an astronaut? Could we live 
on the moon? How would 
we travel on the moon? 
Who can count back-

òSPRING  

HAS  

SPRUNGó  

AT  THE  

ARK!  
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The Nevada Room will 
provide a quiet and com-
fortable nook to read, 
meet  and study. We are 
planning to add a variety of 
books that focus on Bible 

Study and Christian living. 
Everyone who would like to 
help with the remodel, or 
recommend or donate 
books, please contact St. 
Paulõs librarian, Lysa Lee. 

The Nevada room soon 
will have a new look! A 
fresh coat of paint and new 
bookcases will give us a 
library space that we know 
we will all use and enjoy. 

N EW  L IBRARY  



2nd- David Pardew 

2nd- Gwen Schonkwiler 

11th- Mike Wanco 

18th- Ruth Pallesen 

19th- Penny Harrison 

20th- Doug Scoufos 

20th-Sammie Lee 

21st- Nord Yamauchi 

22nd- Dee Yamauchi 

25th- Bob Horton 

27thð John Dumermuth 

28thð Aly Haley 

2nd- Bill Jackson 

4th- Janie Iveson 

5th- Carlos Valles 

7th- Adam Pope 

14th- Linda Leep 

17th- Judy Baatrup 

18th- Rich Warren 

21st- Daniel Torres 

24th- Vivian Strohschein  

T HE  G IRLFRIENDS  OF THE  CHURCH                    CAROL LEAMY 

Thanks to Linda Clark and her crew for putting together 
two very successful fund raisers to benefit our youth 
group. $475 was raised at the mystery dinner in March, 
and more than $800 at the  
basket auction on May 3rd. 
Thanks also to everyone who 
donated the assortment of 
beautiful baskets and all those 
generous bidders. 

Easter Brunch was a wonderful 
opportunity for fellowship and 
food, and raised $55 for St. 
Paulõs. A special thanks to 
Penny Harrison and team for coordinating this yearõs 
brunch. 

Our Prayer Shawl ministry, chaired by Barbara Flint and 
our president Carol Leamy, have given out more than 20 
shawls and have received as many heartfelt acknowledge-
ments of gratitude from recipients. What a wonderful 
way to share Godõs love! 

The UMW School of Christian Mission Education event  
is on the weekend of June 26th in Reno. For more info, 
please contact Linda Leep.  

This Summer, the  Bookworm friends are reading ôThe 
Face of Godó, by Bill Myers, a suspenseful story of two 
very different men as they seek twelve supernatural 
stones that, according to the Bible, represent the tribes 
of Israel and together make the voice of God audible. In 
July the selection is òThe Poisonwood Bibleó by Barbara 
Kingsolver, as told by the wife and four daughters of  
Nathan Price, a fierce, evangelical Baptist who takes his 
family and  mission to the Belgian Congo in 1959. What 
follows is an epic story of the family over the course of 
three decades in postcolonial Africa. Monthly meetings 
are on second Wednesdays, hosted by Carol in her 
home.    Everyone is welcome to join in the fun. 

Our next meeting will be June 6th and each and everyone 
is encouraged to come and regain consistency, as we 
haven't met since March, due to Easter and the basket 
auction. The focus is on òHeart to Heart Ministriesó. 
There will be a surprise presentation-something you 
wonõt want to miss! 

The eighth annual Ice Cream Social will be held on July 
25th following the 10:00am service and hosted by The   
Girlfriends, with co-hosts Georgia and Linda L. This is 
our yearly Church Appreciation Day and everyone is  
invited. 

Our circuit rider dinners started up again in April. For 
info on hosting or sharing a dinner, contact Pam Warren. 
Many dinners have been held in conjunction with     
Comfort Food Fridays, with proceeds going to Volun-
teers in Mission within our church. See menus for June 
and July on page 4. A big thanks to to our new head 
cooks,   Georgia and Mike Clymer, the support staff and 
all who participate. 

This year GOTC distributed over $5000 to our church, 
our to the community and our world! We donated mon-
ey to support Agape House, the Ridge House, VIM mis-
sion group and UMCOR, to name a few. 

A new birthday ministry began this year with delicious 
cakes provided by GOTC. This is a way to 
celebrate birthdays on the first Sunday of 
every month. 

PAGE 3 

T HE BOOKWORM  

FRIENDS ARE 

READING ôTHE 

FACE OF GODõ 

IN JUNE AND  

òTHE POISON 

WOOD BIBLEó 

IN  JULY 

A Sunday school teacher asked the children    
just before she dismissed them to go to church, 
òAnd why is it necessary to be quiet in church?ó  

One child replied, òBecause people are sleepingó 

July 
HAPPY  B IRTHDAY !  

June 



 

We heard Bishop Schnase, speak about the 

Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations at the 

district training session in March. Bishop 

Schnase will be speaking at the District 

Conference in June as well. To  find  out 

more about the five practices, and the  

conference, log on to  www.cnumc.org  

So much has happened 
since the last newsletter. 
Was it only two months 
ago that I mentioned 
òChange the Worldó  as an 
event that was still in de-
velopment? Now, it has 
happened, and in the pro-
cess we have been noticed 
and praised by our Bishop. 
It was really exciting to see 
this church family embrace 
a project so enthusiastical-
ly. I was hoping for 30-40 
volunteers and we got 70! 
There were a lot of re-
marks from people saying 
they did not want to make 
this a one-time activity. 
Watch for more opportuni-
ties to help in the future. 
Remember that òThe 
Church has left the build-
ingó and will again. If you 
have any suggestions for 
projects, tell Pastor Pat or 
me. 

We are losing one of our 
members as he marries and 
moves to Applegate, Cali-
fornia. Jack has been a val-
uable member of this chuch  
for the last six years. He 
has served on the AV team 
and is going to be really 
missed. Join me in wishing 
him and Ronda a wonder-
ful, happy marriage on 
their June 12th wedding. 
Replacing Jack on the AV 
team is Scott Fletcher. 
Scott has been coming to 
St. Paulõs for a couple of 
months now. Thank you 
for stepping in, Scott! 

One thing I have a tenden-
cy to do is look at St. 
Paulõs as my church, for-
getting that it is a United 
Methodist organization. It 
is easy to be involved in the 
local church and ignore the 
corporate one. Remember 

that we are part of a dis-
trict and our church family 
is not contained only with-
in the four walls. In June, 
we need to pray for the 
district and the church at 
large as Pastor Pat, Carol, 
and our two representa-
tives Lenny and Linda, at-
tend the District Confer-
ence. There are some ma-
jor changes coming down 
the pike, and we need pray 
that they will be able to 
support our church and the 
district as God wills.  

Lastly, letõs remember 
Charlieõs Wish Bags. Even 
though it is rushing to sum-
mer and warmer weather, 
the homeless and hunger 
still remain at high levels. 
Give a bag to someone. 

Shalom! 

L AY  L EADER  L ITANY                     M IKE CLYMER 

FRUITFUL  CONGREGATIONS  

BRING  SOME 

CLEAN WHITE  

SOCKS AND  

FLASHLIGHTS 

FOR 

CHARLIEõS 

W ISH BAGS!  
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Holy Macrels on District Training Day 


